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Keith Chapple SC reviews the latest photo-
graphic exhibition by Mark Tedeschi QC. 

What do barristers do when they are not being barristers? Some

sail, others golf, some look after the family.  I suppose one or two

may even do all of the above.  And I know there are a few literary

novices who write articles for magazines.

When he is away from life at the Bar, Mark Tedeschi QC takes

photographs and he does this very well indeed. Over many years

at the Bar, Mark has been involved in many high profile criminal

trials and holds the office of senior crown prosecutor for NSW.

Since 1988 he has pursued what he describes as a passion for

photography. There have been numerous solo and joint

exhibitions of his photographs and they now form part of the

collections in the NSW Art Gallery, the National Library in

Canberra and the NSW State Library.  His images have appeared in

many books, including Lucy Turnbull’s Sydney: A Biography and

the authority on Australian photography Eye for Photography by

Alan Davies.  

His work covers many themes and he often uses a group 

of photographs to explore the subject matter from a number 

of angles.

The topics are diverse: the people and buildings on The Block in

Redfern, abstract landscapes from the Blue Mountains, portraits of

Australian Holocaust survivors and the people who saved 

them and recently many images from a trip to Italy exploring 

his heritage.

‘Court in the Act’ was an exhibition of photographs of court

scenes and legal identities on display at the Justice and Police

Museum at Circular Quay earlier this year. Mark had been

allowed virtually unrestricted access to photograph court

interiors and court staff in Sydney and colleagues in the legal

profession. The result was an extraordinary range of scenes

inside and outside court.
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Justice ‘Roddy’ Meagher, Justice Brian Sully and Justice Reg Blanch

appeared in a series of portraits which projected an interesting mix

of distinction and warmth.  There were iconic shots of Chester

Porter QC and Winston Terracini SC, the latter framed by one of

the magnificent windows of the Darlinghurst Court complex, so

well-known to those at the Sydney Bar.

In other portraits Nick Cowdery QC wore an unruffled look, Judge

John Nicholson gave a wry smile in the middle of a difficult trial

and Margaret Cunneen appeared, robed, at her kitchen sink

representing the uncertain blending of professional and domestic

life at the Bar. There was even a poignant view of the late 

Bruce Miles, relaxing outside Central Local Court, as usual with

newspaper in hand.

Many other photographs featured sheriff’s officers and other staff

at work in different parts of the court system.

The programme described the exhibition as ‘an insight into the

cloistered world of the justice system’. No doubt it was, but it had

major historical significance for the large number of lawyers who

attended the magnificent dinner on opening night.

The event was hosted by the Historic Houses Trust of NSW. The

fabulous restoration of the old Phillip Street courts has been

overseen by Jill Wran and the well-known heritage architect

Howard Tanner and their colleagues on the trust. It has to be seen

to be believed and is well worth visiting for the permanent

exhibitions there as well. It was perfect as a venue for a display of

this type.

Mark Tedeschi QC has shown what can be done with artistic flare

and imagination. His ‘other life’ is thriving and it is a privilege to

view the results.

Mark had been allowed virtually
unrestricted access to photograph
court interiors and court staff and
colleagues in the legal profession.


